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At about 6 poifc, on 25 May 1953.? four T-43 tanks, and. about 150 troops at x^s% wme 
seen between the northwest shore of Dranse Lakes anti the railroad line in the. 
&chweinrich training area® In the evening., the soldiers were resting between ‘ihe 
brushwood.*, cohered by blankets or tarpaulins «.• it. about 9 aoffio on 2 6 Kay, ibout 25 
tanks followed by three waves totaling about 150 infantrymen were seen of the 

railroad line in a. concentric attack toward Walkmuehle ? coming from the wi rb south 
and easto Immediately before the railroad line, the troops withdrew « Ho si idlers 
©imitating enemy troops were seen* Source believed that all tanks observed were lw. : 
tanks.. After completion of the exercise v four tanks left toward Griebsee, . five 
tanks towa rd the Muckendorf firing range and the others toward west, prc*i*-;kLlng isito 
the woods, L The Kucte^dor.f ..firl 

range was bordered by the railroad line and the roads, meeting at Point Ii<j 90 . A- 
about 10 a.->mo on 26 May* 5 T-A3 tanks were seen driving at the firing rang* , faLlower.,- 
in a distance of 15 to 40 meters* by a total of about 50 troops organised i In ixree 
lines and carrying fixed bayonets At least 10 t anks* which were well cexic ifj. i edf, 
were dug xn around the firing range* | | not able to determine the occupy %5X1 

strength of the training area - v The troops stationed there were those who $:rrxreo !*:•• 
rdd-April.-, In the pr seeding years., individual firing with live ammunition; m : ! '>f-n 
observed between Points Nos 88 and 8‘?~2 not earlier than abcut 14 davs fiftor the 
■arrival of the troops and frequent firing after about a month* whereas tivj s ysur 
iserksmanship training with rifles and machine runs started im mediately aft er 
arrival of troops* On 26 May f trucks | 1 towing 12G«fft m>:lr -s 

were seen en route from .Dranse toward Schweirrlcho On 11 May* 9 boxcarloiref n of 
ration supplies and 2 ra ilroad carloads of cemunt were unloaded at the 
x^ilraad—stat ion Trucks 


[were observed during the iniioading, On 25 i-iay» 9 boac carioada ravioli 


fyupplies were unloaded and hauled toward Schwginrich on trucks [ 


[ 


] 


unloaded and hauled toward Schveiarich on trucks 


JOn 2b fey, tyq raUi?<?AflcTrlgnt ! .S WM :rrl age w*: 


On 26 May., an entrenching exercise was held north of Prankendorf* The mmro a os 
involved about 2 companies vhich were shipped there by six tr ucks in threr runs, A 
the trnona uar»f> haul fir away 0 leaving toward Ueuruppin 1 I 


Between 16 and 29 May* no exercises- were held if tie m&\ 
section’ of the schweinrxch troop training grounds o An. informant stated ti| t the 
training grounds would be charged o Prussian details were employed in cutting the 
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woods north of Schweinricho *he one-story temporary buildings in the 
northeast section of the training area were more heavily guarded after 15 May, 
¥ith gantries standing at distances of about 100 meters double aecit ries 

pasted at the roads leading 'to the cantonrieut buildings* Key cantonment 

buildings* vere under construction Otherwi se., it was quiet,, Ambulaacd I 
at’d 1 were seen coming fro® the direction of the oantonaent 

buildings o 

-Between 35 May and 5 Jure,, ! h ip change in the occijpaiion; :>:? the 

Schwainrich troop training groundu* Increased training activity was observed 
during tbs first days of Jun$o 'Firing of carbines and machine guns was - heard 
almost continuously o On several daysc firing of mortars and artil lery va.-a 
heard. *, | | Prior* to 

5 Juu©<, no training activi ty was observed at the tank and engineer trai uing 
sites o Folses of tanks wer e heard in the estop* i'liree T-34/83 tanks with covered 
numbers?. armored scout car | | and motor vehicles | 

were en route to the training areas “ 


A* As interpretar stated t fast Colonel Anahi yav (fhu) 'was^tat present ^ on leave in 
the r, ISBE and that his deputy was Major 2oralcin {f nu) » 
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The Schwt-dmrich troop training grounds is occupied as previously 
bj the 18th Macs Biv* ‘the: units of which Parted intensive train ing activity in 
after a comparat ively quiet period prior to that 'date* | 

The Muckendorf firing range is located at fit 'iorth/*r r 

border of *he training ■ grounds batmen Dranse am Buschholb A lnwjet alb of the 
vehicles observed in the training area belong to the abo 1 -^mentioned diVl-iion- 
The ^trenching exercise .. which involved units of the l£tfe. Gds 3ank was 
also reported by another source from Xieuruppin* Colonel i&ajcdyev (fnu) is the 
known chief-© f-staff of the division, and Kalor Sorokin (fm) is also -khown ae 
belonging to the divisicr. and stationed in Perlebergo 
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